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98-382

Sept. 24, 1998

For Immediate Release:
EIU GUEST SPEAKER TO DISCUSS MEXICAN FIGHT FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS
CHARLESTON-- From the early days of Abigail Adams to the progressive Women's
Movement sparked by rebellious leaders such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B.
Anthony, women of the United States have had to fight for their right to equality.
Voting, careers and economic independence from the male species were among
the list of crusades won by women. However, it could be misconstrued that only American
women battled for women's rights-- a statement that is far from truth.
As part of Eastern Illinois University's 1998 Latino Heritage Celebration, Piedad
Peniche has been invited to speak at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 28, in the Arcola/Tuscola
Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union about how the struggle for women's
rights has been global.
Though Peniche's lecture will primarily emphasize women's suffrage and how
Mexican women weren't given the right to vote until 1953, she will also focus on the history
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of Elvia Carrillo Puerto, one of Mexico's leading feminists in the 1920's and 1930's.
Peniche, who received her doctorate in social sciences from Paris' Ecole des
Hautes Etudes, has been published several times throughout Mexico, the United State and
France. One of her recent essays about women, marriage and slavery in Mexico, titled
"Women, Bridewealth and Marriage: Peonage and Social Reproduction in the Henequen
Hacienda of Yucatan,_Mexico," appeared in a book of short essays called Women in the
Mexican Country Side, published by the University of Arizona. She is also the director of

the state archives of Yucatan, Mexico, which has become a center for international
scholars during her tenure.
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